ICDR : Kenya Working Group

Minutes 

April 29th, 2008

Attendance: Julie Hard, Mike Willekes, Puja Ahluwalia, Caroline Jarman, Jessica Barnes, Emma Hicks, Tara Davies, Alysia Carpe (Skype), Bashir Versi (Skype), Raj Suppiah, Blythe Dalziel



           






Responsibility

Meeting called to order at 6:20

1. Introductions- Julie connected Bashir and Alysia via skype 

2. Minutes approved from April 1, 2008

3. Harambee Follow-up and tidy-up


We are waiting to hear how much we made from the Harambee











Viola

4. Officer Reports


a) Chair (Julie) –

· Julie presented a talk at McMaster last week about global interdisciplinary health and peace in Kenya.  The presentation was well received by the students and faculty.

· Okidi Report: Mr Okidi is now on the board of the "Rongo Hospital".  This is not necessarily the best news for Mr Okidi, as he was hoping to retire next year and it takes him away from the DSP. However, it has allowed for another referral source to the clinic. Mr Okidi also reported that food prices are still high, but new crops may lessen the costs.  Many people are coming back the to community and coming to the DSP for various needs (thus increasing our profile in the community). 45 families were fed by the money sent ($2500) to Mr Okidi and a nutritionist was working to find the best available food balance.  17 new surgeries were completed, 2 were turned down due to health conditions, and 3 were re-booked.  Therefore we have some outstanding bills (22 from January, 17 last week= 39 total ). We need to think about how many surgeries the KWG is able to help finance and how we are going to establish a steady source of sponsorship. Julie has tabled this issue of fundraising until the next meeting.   

· The logo is still in the works. Tara will have it reviewed by her graphic designer friend. 










Tara 

b) Communications (Raj)- No report

c) Academic Liason (Carolyn)-  The orientation package is finished and Carolyn will send it out to Julie, and the faculty representatives at the Universities by the end of the week.  There is a PT student from U of T who is interested in going to Kenya this fall.  There are potentially two other students who may also be interested.    McMaster is starting to e-mail about first year students.  Julie is thinking of doing an information session and has invited Bashir to also be present.  Julie will wait until a faculty change has been completed prior to setting a date for this session.  Bashir will get in touch with the CCE's at McMaster regarding possible times for the session. 
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c) Financial (Viola)- Not present ( the financial update will be sent separately) 

5. Committee Business (Julie)

a) Operations Committee-  The last meeting was cancelled, but Julie had the opportunity to speak with Penny independently.  They spoke about air fares, business days for requests with wiring of funds (5 business days), the 10% donation to ICDR for all funds donated, possible grant money deductions.  Julie invited any agenda items for the next meeting.  The group agreed that the major issue still exists with the handling of finances and the limits on accounts.  

6. Special Orders

a) Research Plan for August implentation- Carolyn brought the GAS and COPM.  There needs to be coordination between the OT students (Emma and Jessica) and the professional team as to research objectives and goals. The research topic is aimed at using standardized outcome measures with the Kenya rehab workers to see whether this would be a helpful practice and whether these tools could be reliable valid in the Kenyan context. A sub-committee will consist of Blythe, Puja, Bashir, Alysia, Tara, Julie, Emma and Jessica.  Deb Cameron from OT faculty is concerned about U of T ethics so we need to get going on it.  The research committee will meet (Emma, Jessica and Julie)May 2 and the rest of the group May 9th at 7:30 at Julie and Mike's house. We will be planning how part A and B of the research project fit together.


b) Workshop/Seminar preparations for August- tabled until the next meeting.

c) RI conference in Quebec August 25-28th: We are presenting August 25 at 4:05pm.  We have 15 minutes to present with 5 minutes for questions.  We are in a community rehabilitation block.  Raj has said that it appears that this conference is well represented by a number of government and university organization.  The conference is $490.00 for the week. Raj is going to apply for the Allied Health Professional Development Fund for the cost of the conference but there is still the question of the accommodations.  Julie is going to bring Raj's request for funds to the Operations committee and possibly McMaster Rehabilitation Sciences.      

7. New Business

a) Afro-fest discussion- Afro-fest occurs in the first week of July at Queens Park.  Julie looked into having a table at this event, representing the KWG. The cost for a table is $550.00 (an increase from past years).  The group did not feel that this would be a good return on the cost of the table and preparation necessary. However, the group does want to attend the event for fun!

8. Announcements 

a) Position changes within the KWG: Julie will send out a description for the academic liason position. There is at least one person who has expressed interest for this position.

b) Exam Table for the Clinic- Jessica's mom was able to acquire examination tables for the clinic.  They are currently sitting in Julie's garage.  Jessica's dad is working on getting the tables moved through Air Canada.  Julie is working on getting a container for sending the furniture/resources.  Bashir is also going to look into shipping container deals.  
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9. Action Plan and Schedule of next meeting


The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 27 at 6:15.

Meeting Adjourned at: 7:45 pm

