ICDR

Kenya Working Group

Minutes

February 1st, 2007

Call to Order:

Present: Julie Hard, Mike Willekes, Carolyn Jarman, Alysia Carpe, Ann Popowich, Katie Bellefontaine, Sarah Brownrigg, Tara Davies, Crystal MacKay, Shelley Sewchand

Regrets: Martin Imrisek, Viola Kwok, Rajan Suppiah, Shruti Bhalla, Neil Drimer, Habon Aden, Samantha Tong, Minora Anandarajah

Officers Reports:

(Julie Hard – Director)

The KWG executive met January 18th to look at key goals for the year 2007.  The purpose of today's meeting is to review the items that the executive felt would be the focus of the group's activities for the new year.

It is important to note that the KWG's goal for purchase of a new vehicle for our  partner programme in Nyanza Province, Kenya had been carried over from 2006.   Over the Christmas holiday, the campaign to raise money for a vehicle was very successful and enough money has been raised for the purchase of a twin cab pick-up truck that our Kenyan counterparts felt was most needed.  We have already wired the funds to Kenya and are feeling that the year has begun on an good note.  The remainder of the Meeting focuses on the work yet to be done.

Committee Business:

(ICDR Operations Committee)

Education Initiatives

-The steering committee approved the formation of an education committee to oversee both the symposium and the speaker’s series.

-We are looking for volunteers for both these initiatives. Interested people should be forwarded to Penny Parnes – Director of ICDR

Website 

-Groups were asked to provide information to Lorraine Stramba who is developing an on-line course introducing ICDR. 

-Volunteers who wanted to assist in putting together the KWG's contribution are asked to Julie or Raj know if  interested.

Equipment

-Contact with the Assistive Devices Program Central Equipment Pool has been made by ICDR. It is possible to get equipment which can be donated to projects overseas

-volunteers going to Kenya may be able to access this equipment – let Julie know if interested

Special orders:

Goals Update:

#1)  Acquisition of a vehicle for the Disability Service Programme (DSP) in Kenya

· money wired to Kenya, awaiting the confirmation of purchase

#2) Set up KWG Chapters across Canada to include members who are located outside of the GTA with the goal of having atleast 2 chapters by the end of 2007

· Conference calls to be set up for meetings held in Toronto 

· Have identified members who are interested that live in Northern Ontario, Quebec, Calgary and Vancouver 

· KWG to work on putting together media packages that can be sent to Chapters to help raise awareness and support fundraising events – Media packages to be completed by July

· Volunteers to work on this project please contact Raj

#3) Incorporating Rehabilitation in the context of HIV within our projects

· DSP has expressed their goal to focus on providing education regarding  HIV to people living with disabilities in their community  - there are currently no support programmes for the needs of people living with disabilities – exploring opportunities to encourage testing and provide stategies to protect disabled people who are marginalized 

· VCT services are now part of clinical services as well as linking disabled people with ARV treatment

· The programme is in it's infancy and while staff are trained in HIV counselling and care in Kenya, the programme would benefit from educational or clinical resources that are geared to people living with disabilities

· KWG to approach funding agencies (ie. SLF, Clinton Foundation, CIDA) for funding for programme partnering HIV and Disability in Kenya

· Any volunteers who want to work on grant writing are asked to contact Julie

· Carolyn to investigate further approaching Clinton Foundation based on lead from Ann

#4) Diversify projects in Kenya

(Partnership has mainly focused on DSP with a few exploratory possibilities)

· Possibility of working with MOH in Kenya for Hospital placements was discussed and many challenges were presented:

·  In the past, Canadian students didn't want to work in Hospitals due to preceived similarity with Canada in private hospitals (not the case in district hospitals) or for fear of infection with TB as there are not the same infection control procedures

· OT/PT depts. in district hospitals are not very busy d/t people not being able to afford the services and District hospitals don't do outreach

· For students – we need to make sure they have an excellent placement. For professionals – there's more flexibility.

· Chateau Okidi is still the home-base, so can't travel too far for placements.

· Still looking at other projects but rely on volunteers going to Kenya to help identify these

#5) Partnering with other NGO's who specialize in Child Sponsorship to ease the burden on the KWG to find sponsors for disabled children requiring surgeries

· World Vision has Area Development Programmes (ADP) in the Nyanza Province

· Children requiring sponsorship may be identified within the DSP and brought to the attention of these ADPs who could gain overseas WV sponsorship to pay for the surgeries

· 2007 students to investigate ADP option when in Kenya

· Julie and Carolyn to follow-up with World Vision Canada if they are able to provide donors for this cause

#6) Integrating Speech Language Pathology into Service Provsion

· Tara provided information regarding the role of SLP in community care and answered questions:

· What does an SLP do in the context of rural community care?

· Swallowing (can be low-tech)

· Children who are unable to communicate – try and determine what the problem (i.e. Hearing) or maybe socialization issues causing problems with speech and language development.

· Literacy

· Goal to recruit an SLP to volunteer in Kenya in 2007 to introduce role and provide community education regarding above as well as to work with school teachers to assist with early literacy

#7) Keep website up to date!

· Major update at least once per month

· By mid Feb. have something from Anne and Alysia up on Website

· Raj and Shruti

· Shona's Blog

· Martini and Viola

· Executive Profiles to introduce the team to everyone and their roles

· Year report from Thomas, the DSP secretary in Kenya

#8) By end of 2007 have atleast one formalized research initiative

· Two people have expressed interest in working towards Master/PhD thesis with KWG 

New Business:

New Clinic in Nyanza, Kenya: - clinic has moved from Kitere to Opapo and with new building, a wish list of donated supplies has been requested

· More educational posters (there is currently nothing on the walls)

· splinting material

· mats to work with kids on the floor etc.  

· Will include wish list on our website for donations that volunteers may wish to take with them

Another Photo Show:  Queen and Jarvis – Carolyn has a gallery contact. TBA

Annual High Tea Fundraiser:

· Proposed dates and Venues:

· Trinity Anglican Church - April 21st

· Specialty Care in Mississauga -  April 22nd

· Details to be worked out with venues – Julie to arrange

· Sponsorship/Donations for Silent Auction – Katie and Sarah to begin canvassing

· members of KWG are asked to assist in collecting items for silent auction as well

Announcements:

Next Meeting for KWG is Thursday, February 22nd time and location to be announced as we are hoping to start conference call in for the next meeting and are still making arrangements for this to be possible.

Please check website for announcement of where, when and how to access by phone if you are unable to attend.

