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International Centre for Disability and Rehabilitation: Focusing on Function and Well-Being

Dear Rotary Club:

The Kenya Working Group (KWG) is a group of students, faculty, and health care professionals working within the International Centre for Disability and Rehabilitation (ICDR) at the University of Toronto. The KWG partners rehabilitation specialists from Canada with resource poor communities in Kenya. We are writing to ask for your assistance in supporting a project to help build and strengthen these partnerships.

In 2004 and 2005 the KWG facilitated sending two physiotherapy students per year from McMaster University to work in the Disability Service Program (DSP) located in Nyanza Province, Kenya.  Once in Kenya, students work with local clinicians to run community clinics where they may see between 20 and 120 patients per day.  Students provide care and services for both children and adults with illnesses such as polio and cerebral palsy, as well as many individuals with burns and other physical disabilities.  In order to best provide service to the community, students must travel into remote areas to set up clinics and in some cases where the poor or severely disabled are unable to travel, the students meet with patients and their families in their homes. 
 
Although the needs of the program in Kenya are many, one need specifically threatens our ability to serve communities in Kenya this fall when we will be sending four students from Ontario Universities.  The vehicle currently used by the Disability Service Program has been the sole mode of transportation for the past 13 years on extremely harsh terrain and has reached the end of its serviceable life.  Without this vehicle, clinicians are unable to access the communities that they intend to serve.  We, the Kenya Working Group, are asking for your assistance to replace this vehicle and to continue to provide services to a community that is otherwise without.  

We have already researched an appropriate vehicle for the local conditions (ie. 4 wheel drive, fuel efficient, able to carry equipment such as wheel chairs as well as patients, is low cost for repairs and maintenance, etc.).  Dealerships in Nairobi have provided quotations for a Suzuki Maruti combined with initial plate costs and insurance which we believe would be best suited to handle the demands at a cost of roughly $22 000 CDN.

This is an incredibly valuable experience for both future health care professionals as well as a community of disabled people.  Students not only have the opportunity to develop greater international understanding, but are able to contribute goodwill in meaningful and practical ways.

Please partner with us as we try to continue this clinical experience for students and also for the Disability Service Program in Kenya.  For more information about any of the groups involved in this partnership (KWG, DSP or the ICDR) or to receive a copy of the vehicle quotation please contact myself or any of the following KWG executive members listed below. Please note, any donation made will be issued a tax receipt from the International Centre for Disability and Rehabilitation, our parent organization.  

Sincerely,

Carolyn Taylor

Academic Liaison
Kenya Working Group 
MSc O.T. Candidate (2006)
University of Toronto
Summer resident of Cambridge, Ontario

Other Executive Members of the Kenya Working Group:

Julie Hard, MSc. (PT)
Director 
juliehard@gmail.com
(905)820-0269

Crystal MacKay
Chairperson

Habon Aden
Treasurer

Farhana Chagani
Communication Officer
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