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Dear Rotary Club:
The Kenya Working Group is a group of students, faculty, and healthcare professionals working within the International Centre for Disability and Rehabilitation at the University of Toronto.  Our mandate is threefold and includes: teaching and learning, research and evaluation, and Service, networking and community involvement.  

Teaching and Learning: To create opportunities to influence the education of health care students and  providers in Canada through clinical experiences in Kenya.
Research and Evaluation: To contribute to new knowledge with respect to international rehabilitation and disability issues.
Service, Networking and Community Involvement: To develop a community structure for delivering efficient and effective services to disabled persons.
Last year we helped two physiotherapy students from McMaster University to work in the Disability Service Program (DSP) located in the Nyanza Province, Kenya.  Once in Kenya, students work with the local clinicians to run community clinics where they may see between 20 and 120 patients per day.  Students will see both children and adults with illnesses such as polio and cerebral palsy, as well as many individuals with burns and physical disabilities.  Students travel to run clinics in a number of communities, meet with patients and their families in the patient's homes, and also run programming from the DSP location itself. 
This fall and winter, we will again be sending students to this program.  Four students, two physiotherapy students from McMaster University, a physiotherapy student from Queen's University, and an Occupational Therapy student from the University of Toronto, have committed to clinical placements in Nyanza Province, Kenya.  

Although the needs of the program in Kenya are great, ranging from equipment to financial, one need specifically affects our ability to send these students and for these students to serve the communities in Kenya.  The vehicle currently used by the Disability Service Program has fallen into severe disrepair.  Without this vehicle, the students will be limited to running programs within the Disability Service Program location and will be unable to travel to the more remote areas to provide service.  We, the Kenya Working Group, are working to raise money to replace this vehicle.  Any donation made will be issued a tax receipt from the International Centre for Disability and Rehabilitation, our parent organization.  
This is an incredibly valuable experience for future healthcare professionals.  They not only have the opportunity to develop greater international understanding, but are able to contribute goodwill in meaningful and practical ways.  The knowledge, skills and experiences they bring back are invaluable as future healthcare professionals.
Please partner with us as we try to continue this clinical experience for students and also for the Disability Service Program.    For more information or materials about the student experiences in Kenya, the Kenya Working Group, the International Centre for Disability and Rehabilitation, or the Disability Service Project, please contact myself or the other members of the ?????????
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