Kenya Working Group Meeting

November 24th, 2005, 5:30 PM

Location: Starbucks at Richmond and John
Minutes

1. Minutes from October 20, 2005 approved

2. Updates: Student Liaison

a. Criteria for McMaster students  – university selects students through International Placement Panel (Julie); Crystal and Carolyn to follow-up with Beverly at Mac to learn more about process

b. Criteria for U of T students: Carolyn to speak with Deb (OT) and Brenda (PT) to discuss criteria and promote existence of KWG

c. The role of KWG agreed to be as support for students who are selected

d. Attempt to have link with students who have been to Kenya and new students

e. Plan to have meeting at U of T and invite students through listserve; idea to have presentation or past volunteers in Kenya present for discussion with students; discuss this option via email before next meeting

3. Work in Kenya 

a. Discussed funding for Jeep for Mr. Okidi’s program due to difficulty for CBR – idea to put together a package for car companies and rotary club to approach for sponsorship; use of pictures of Suzuki and program might be helpful for this; Crystal to follow-up with Julie and Mike

b. Update from Julie and Mike – plugging away in the clinic and in schools and identifying children for surgery.

4. Campaign

a. Farhana to contact Penny for update on funding

b. Thank you letters have been drafted by Farhana and will be sent to Penny at the ICDR

c. Idea to follow-up thank you letters with pictures of children when pictures are available.  This is an opportunity to assist with future fundraising.  If the KWG is new to the recipient (ie. Money donated in their name) this is a chance to explain more about KWG and assist fundraising.

d. Keep database of donors 

5. Business Cards

a. Farhana to look into costs at Business Depot versus printing ourselves and look into ICDR cards.  Options will be sent to the group for decision.

b. Mike has sent the cards to Farhana 

c. Cards will be sent to Julie and Mike as requested 

6. Research Questions

a. Julie’s research questions were presented and discussed by group.  Individuals will think about ideas and get back to Julie with suggestions for evaluation and research.

7. Website – If difficulty updating website from Kenya, Farhana is willing to do updates here and Crystal can get help for technical if needed.

8. Other – KWG to ask to meet with Penny to discuss finances etc. (Farhana to follow-up with Penny)

- Crystal to arrange meeting with Beverly at McMaster and Penny at ICDR to discuss collaboration

Next Meeting planned for January 2006 – date to be confirmed

Happy Holidays!

